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August, 2011
Dear Members and Friends,


As the summer wanes, we hope everyone had a wonderful two months of sunshine and vacation.  This year, the Jewish High Holidays begin in late September and BPS has been hard at work preparing for a full schedule of services and events for the New Year 5772.

Rosh Hashanah begins at sundown, Wednesday, September 28 and Yom Kippur Kol Nidre services begin the evening of Friday, October 7, both held, as usual, at the New York Marriott Downtown Hotel (85 West Street)

Our annual membership form is included with this mailing with space for you to honor or remember a loved one in a prayer book or insert your personal sentiments in our annual Yizkor Book, distributed and used at Yom Kippur Yizkor services as well as during the year.  We also included space for you to indicate the secular date for the passing of a loved one so you can be reminded of the correct Hebrew date to say kaddish at a Friday night or Saturday morning Shabbat service.

As most of you know, Battery Park Synagogue has served the Downtown community since 1986.  This year, the 10th anniversary of 9-11, reminds us of the sacrifices and heroics of numerous individuals and the events of that terrible day remain seared in the memories of many congregants.  Nevertheless, the resilience of our community, our coming together for taschlich and Yom Kippur services that Fall despite the destruction and still burning towers and the subsequent rebuilding of our BPS community are forever etched in our memories.


As always, BPS provides a unique, moving and memorable High Holiday experience, including our renowned taschlich waterfront ceremony on the first day of Rosh Hashanah, the involvement of numerous congregants, young and old, during the service, the candelit Neilah children’s procession and, of course, concluding our celebration together with our sumptuous catered BreakFast, ushering in the end of Yom Kippur.


This year, we especially encourage both our older and younger members of the BPS community, including our recent bar and bat-mitzvah, to help out during services with an English reading, an honor, an aliyah, or help to recite a prayer of 
special significance to you.  A check box is included on the membership form for you to indicate your interest in participating at any time during services.

Throughout the year, we host religious services, activities and events for Jewish Festivals, provide bi-monthly Shabbat services, including our well-regarded Family Shabbats, Hebrew school and bar and bat-mitzvah instruction, use of the synagogue space for brits, namings, and community events, complete life-cycle care, e-mails containing community announcements and Shabbat parsha summaries, Adult Education, Learn to Read Hebrew classes and special lectures as well as community service opportunities.  We genuinely welcome your input, suggestions and guidance throughout the year and encourage you to become involved, help organize events and suggest new programming topics.

As we are all very much aware, the Battery Park Synagogue is entirely member supported and financed by the generosity of our own BPS community.  Last year, more than 400 people participated in our High Holiday services at the New York Downtown Marriot Hotel and many dozens joined us for our 25th consecutive Rosh Hashanah taschlich ceremony on the Hudson River at the North cove marina!


As we have done since our founding 26 years ago, admission to High Holiday services, the Yom Kippur BreakFast, all Festival parties and events and use of the sukkah and synagogue spaces is free for members and their immediate families.  Non-members are warmly welcomed but must purchase High Holiday tickets.  As always, synagogue membership is required of all Hebrew school and b’nei mitzvah students.


Although we recognize our country’s continuing economic difficulties, the reality is that, like all congregations, our costs have increased significantly.  Nevertheless, BPS yearly dues have not been increased in more than 7 years to reflect these economic realities and the concerns of our membership.  Please bear in mind that BPS membership is still considerably less expensive than that at most other synagogues of any kind.  As in year’s past, we have maintained our discounted senior’s rate.

For those of who are new to the Downtown community, BPS is a warm, welcoming and participatory community congregation.   Please do not consider it inappropriate to request a High Holiday honor or reading.  It is also most appropriate to honor and/or remember a loved one by purchasing an inscribed prayer book or include their name(s) and your sentiments in our annual Yizkor booklet, to be distributed at Yom Kippur services and used during Yizkor services throughout the year.  Simply complete and return the enclosed form, mail or drop off a check and your High Holiday tickets will be hand-delivered, mailed or available at the door.


We enthusiastically invite you to join and/or re-join us this holiday season.

Shana Tovah!

…serving the Downtown community since 1986
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